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A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT SUPERBOWL EXPERIENCE

THREE NFL PLAYERS, ESPN VISIT USS PAUL HAMILTON FOR BIG GAME

Pearl Harbor, HI -- February 1, 2004 – In an amazing, once in a lifetime experience, three NFL Pro Bowlers and ESPN came aboard USS Paul Hamilton on Sunday to watch the Superbowl with the crew.  More than 100 crew members and their families turned out to watch the NFL’s biggest game with some of its premier players, including Zach Thomas, Kevin Mawae, and Shaun Ellis.

For the sailors, it was an experience like no other.  “Zach Thomas told me about how he plays and I told him about living on the ship.  It was cool,” commented BM3 Michael Fornengo.  All three players watched the entire game with the crew, talking about plays, coverage, and schemes after each series.  “It was great, my son didn’t want to leave.  He’s bringing pictures and footballs to his class this week,” noted ENS George Mayes.

In between plays, the crew traded autographs for sea stories and job descriptions.  The players asked the crew members questions about Navy life and deploying to the Persian Gulf, and seemed genuinely interested in everything the crewmembers had to say.  The event provided an eye-opening experience for both sides, with players breaking down the plays and crewmembers asking plenty of questions about the game.

During the halftime break, the players and film crew took a few sailors out to the flight deck and ran through a few key plays from the first half.  With cameras rolling, four members of the crew - ET3 Ken Harley, BM3 (SW) Victor Moskalski, IC3 (SW) Andy Miles, and EN2 (SW) Mario Spicer – got the chance of a lifetime as they lined up against NFL players.  With ESPN commentator Mark Schlereth calling the plays and pointing out the coverage, the players and crewmembers ran through a few plays and headed back in for the second half.

By the end of the game, the players had a newfound respect and admiration for the crew and their hard work.  As they left the ship, all three made certain they shook each hand and thanked every crewmember for their service and dedication.  In return, the crew presented the players with USS Paul Hamilton ballcaps and pictures and told them that they were welcome back anytime.
