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USS PAUL HAMILTON COMPLETES FINAL EVALUATION PROBLEM 

Pearl Harbor, HI -- February 3, 2004 – Describing his namesake ships, Arliegh Burke once said, “This ship is built to fight and You had better know how.”  Last week, the crew of USS Paul Hamilton got their chance to prove they do.  Capping months of preparation and dozens of drills, Paul Hamilton completed her Final Evaluation Problem on January 30th.  The event was assessed by the Afloat Training Group (ATG) and lasted two grueling days.

The Final Evaluation Problem, or FEP, is a challenging, two day event in which all areas of shipboard readiness are assessed.  The goal of FEP is to determine whether or not a ship has the capability to train watchstanders for any situation.  Successful completion of FEP means that the ship is now “surge ready” and can be deployed at a moment’s notice to virtually any area of the world.

The road leading to FEP began more than a year ago, when the ship began to map out its training needs and identify crewmembers to go to various Navy schools.  The planning during that period resulted in a robust training program beginning when the ship returned from deployment in April.  In addition to the schools and shipboard training, numerous Training Teams were tasked with updating drill packages that would test the crew’s proficiency.

In the months that followed, Paul Hamilton’s underway periods were dominated by training events and drills.  No area of the ship was spared – from bridge and combat watchstanders to engineers and boatswain’s mates, the entire crew was tested in virtually every area of shipboard survivability and combat readiness.  Many hours were spent at General Quarters (Battlestations), fighting simulated fires throughout the ship, and attacking virtual enemies using the ship’s weapon systems.  All of this led up to January 29th and 30th, when ATG stepped aboard to watch the ship in action.

In the end, more than two dozen fires were fought, multiple inbound missiles were destroyed, enemy submarines and ships were sunk, and Paul Hamilton came out on top.  The watchstanders were tried, tested, and tired – but victorious.  The ship remained afloat with a minimum loss of equipment or personnel in the simulated attacks.  Undoubtedly, the crewmembers of USS Paul Hamilton showed that they know how to fight.
